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Billy Hassell: Migration

A new fall exhibit at the Art Museum of South Texas introduces the vivid, colorful world of nature created by Texas artist Billy Hassell. The artist began his excursions into nature as a young boy, where he found wonder in the beauty of patterns created by natural forms and environments. Billy Hassell: Migration, features 35 works ranging from oil on canvas to acrylic on panel, watercolor and prints.  The exhibit will be on view in the Upper Gallery of the Art Museum from September 21 through December 30.

Growing up in the Dallas area, not too far from White Rock Lake and in a time when the region was still undeveloped, the young artist experienced the wildness seen under rocks and in creeks, and overhead in large cedars that stretched into the sky.  It was a place where movement, energy, and textures collided in the mind of a curious and wandering boy.  Since those childhood days, Hassell has maintained a close relationship with the natural world. This current Art Museum exhibit focuses primarily on work done since 1992.  
Billy Hassell obtained a Master of Fine Arts from the University of Massachusetts in 1982.  Since that time he has become sought out for his contemporary views of iconic birds and other animals seen in a world bursting with intensities, made evident by his handling of the paintbrush and paint.  His work can be seen in numerous public and private collections including the Menil in Houston, and the Dallas Museum of Art.

His work supports the efforts of both the Audubon Society and the Nature Conservancy of Texas.  Most recently Hassell completed a mosaic design of a mockingbird for the Dallas/Ft. Worth Airport, International Terminal, that is 20 feet in diameter. 

During the 2007 Corpus Christi Bayfest Festival (Sept. 27 – 30), Billy Hassell will be present for demonstrations and to visit with families about his work, thanks to funding from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA).  Other funding support comes from the Texas Commission on the Arts and the Amy Shelton McNutt Charitable Trust.  For more information on Bayfest activities, call the Art Museum at 361/825-3508.
