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Art Museum To Reopen Fall 2006

Museum Complex Combines

Architectural Talents of Philip Johnson,

Ricardo & Victor Legorreta

(Corpus Christi, TX) -- A new addition to the Art Museum of South Texas in Corpus Christi opens to the public this Fall.  Designed by the internationally renowned firm of Legorreta + Legorreta, the addition nearly doubles the size of the current facility, which was designed by Philip Johnson and opened in 1972.   The Johnson building has been closed this summer for renovations as construction has continued on the new addition; the two-building museum complex will open to the public on October 8.
Ricardo Legorreta and his son Victor, who joined the firm 15 years ago, were both lead designers of the new museum addition.  A quintessence of their work together, it combines Ricardo Legorreta’s vocabulary and the youth and vision of Victor Legorreta.   Just as Philip Johnson was one of the greatest American architects of the 20th century, Ricardo Legorreta holds a similar place in the history of modern Mexican architecture. Both architects are internationally recognized and are past winners of the Gold Medal Award from the American Institute of Architects (AIA).  
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“The designs of these two master architects blend beautifully,” said Museum Director William G. Otton.  “The addition of the new building enables us to present our Permanent Collection in an incredible space, gives us curatorial areas and vault storage, extends our education services through meeting and seminar rooms, and enhances the overall visitor experience.

“In a very visual way, the new museum complex bridges the ties between our two countries through the arts.” 

The Museum addition honors the name of lead donors William B. and Maureen Miller.  Built in partnership with Dykema Architects, Inc., of Corpus Christi, it bears all the hallmarks of a Legorreta building.  Light, color and placement of walls are key; however, while all come into play inside the building the exterior will remain uncharacteristically white to complement the bright white Philip Johnson building.  A connecting corridor between the two buildings makes them one.  
The distinctive pyramids atop the building, visible to travelers driving into Corpus Christi over the Harbor Bridge from the north or via Shoreline Blvd. from the south, are a noted feature of the new addition.  According to Ricardo Legorreta, “What I like most is the integration of the two architectures [with each other] as well as with the environment.  The pyramids are symbols . . . to me they are sails.”

Although the Art Museum of South Texas was not originally designed to be a collecting institution, Philip Johnson himself gave a gift of art to the Museum shortly after the opening.  Traveling exhibits constituted the bulk of exhibits over the next decades.  A commitment to building a Museum collection began in earnest in the late 1970s, and with the opening of the new addition, more gallery space now will be available for exhibitions from the Museum’s Permanent Collection.  The growing collection contains more than 1,200 works of art.  The focus is on fine art and craft of the Americas with particular interest in Texas and surrounding states, including those in Mexico.

The 10-year Museum expansion program has been funded by two private capital campaigns totaling $9.5 million.  The first campaign provided construction funding; the second focused on securing equipment and furniture.  Contributions to both campaigns have come from individuals, families, foundations and corporations.  Among the leading area donors are William B. and Maureen Miller, Louise G. and John O. Chapman, H-E-B, American Bank, Blanche Davis Moore Foundation, JoAn J. and Alfred B. Rhode, Celika Storm, and Virginia and Gerald Lindholm.  Philanthropists from other parts of Texas also helped make the project a reality, among them Houston Endowment Inc., The Meadows Foundation, Inc., The Brown Foundation, Inc. of Houston, the Fondren Foundation and The William Randolph Hearst Foundations.
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Opening celebrations for the Art Museum of South Texas are being planned for the first week in October, with the official Grand Opening to be held on Sunday, October 8, 2006.  For more information on opening week activities and programs, please contact the Museum at 361/825-3500.
#     #     #     #     #

The Art Museum of South Texas has been located on the Corpus Christi Bayfront since 1972.  The Art Museum is affiliated with Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, and hosts educational programs, youth art classes and traveling exhibits throughout the year.  The Museum is operated by the South Texas Institute for the Arts.  Program and exhibit information is available on www.artmuseumofsouthtexas.org.
