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NEW ART MUSEUM EXHIBITS.  Beginning in January, two new exhibits open to the public at the Art Museum of South Texas (AMST) in Corpus Christi (1902 N. Shoreline Blvd.):
(
Ray Smith:  La Pintura Como Territorio (“Painting as Territory”)
Open to the public January 19 – May 27, 2007.  Painter and sculptor Ray Smith was born in 1959 in Brownsville, Texas, on lands that his family had settled in the early 19th century when it was still part of Mexico.  Growing up in central Mexico, he studied fresco painting with traditional craftsmen and attended art academies in Mexico and the United States, eventually settling in Mexico City.  Since 1985, he has divided his time between New York and Cuernavaca, Mexico.  Despite this, his work is still very much steeped in South Texas.  La Pintura Como Territorio is an exhibition with many autobiographical and regional references.  The viewer will see depictions of the artist’s relatives and through the experience come to see his appreciation of family, culture, and the place in which we live.  This new exhibit is organized by the Brownsville Museum of Fine Art, and curated by Omar Pasqual Castillo, an independent curator who resides in Spain.   

(
Kate Breakey:  Small Deaths
Open to the public January 9 – March 31, 2007.  The exhibit Small Deaths includes approximately 50 hand-colored, over-sized images of the remains of birds, lizards, insects and flowers that Kate Breakey has preserved and memorialized through her photography. Breakey carefully photographs her subjects and then paints each photo with oil paint and colored pencils, staying true to its natural appearance and color.   

Kate Breakey is originally from South Australia and currently lives and works in Tucson, Arizona. Since 1980, her work has appeared in over 30 one-woman exhibitions and over 30 group exhibitions in the U.S. and abroad.  Breakey’s work can be seen in numerous public collections including the San Diego Museum of Photographic Arts, the Houston Museum of Fine Arts, the Center for Creative Photography in Tucson Arizona, the Australia National Gallery and the Wittliff Gallery at Texas State University-San Marcos. The latter, which holds the major collection, is the lender for this exhibit. 
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	    Kate Breakey will be a special guest at the AMST “Lunch Amongst the Masters” …program & book signing at the Museum on January 19, 2007 at 12 noon. Joining …her is Bill Wittliff, founding donor of the Southwestern Writers Collection and the …Wittliff Gallery of Southwestern & Mexican Photography at Texas State University-…San Marcos. For reservations call 361/825-3504.  Lunches are $14 for members …and $20 for non-members.  The Art Museum will also offer children’s educational …programs throughout the exhibit cycle.



For more information or questions, please call the Art Museum at 361/825-3500 or see www.artmuseumofsouthtexas.com. 
#  #  #  #
The Art Museum of South Texas has been located on the Corpus Christi Bayfront since 1972. The Art Museum is affiliated with Texas A&M University- Corpus Christi, and hosts educational programs, youth art classes and traveling exhibits throughout the year. The Museum is operated by the South Texas Institute for the Arts. 
